
Game Lodge Reviews

Lake Manyara Serena Safari Lodge, 
Tanzania
On a recent visit to Tanzania, it was evident that 
the new Adventure Centre at Lake Manyara Serena 
Safari Lodge was a no-holds barred hospitality 
service! So, if you’ve become jaded with the 
normal viewing of animals from a safari vehicle, 
this is an adventure of a lifetime!  

The choices included safari walks, mountain 
biking – and even rope! Suffering from slight 
vertigo – nothing to do with my age – I opted for a 
walking safari on the first day.

The early-morning walk focuses on the 
intricacies of the bush that are so often missed 
while sitting in a vehicle: birds, plants, insects, 
history, geology and cultures, so I decided to go for 
this ‘small six’ safari instead of the Big Five. Lake 
Manyara is renowned among ornithologists for its 
birds of prey and the famous tree-climbing lions 
that inhabit the woodland that nestles between the 
lake and the Rift Valley.

Inspired, the next day I joined the 4-hour hike 
that took us down the Rift Valley wall via a game 

path into a river valley, where water pours from 
the valley wall into a pool, where we could not 
resist taking a cooling dip!

My partner, a ‘wilder’ soul, reported that 
abseiling over a 50m drop down the Great Rift 
Valley wall was the most exhilarating experience 
he’d ever had. Sorry about my vertigo...

The mountain biking safari, utilizing Trek 
6000 mountain bikes with front suspension, 
were on offer, but I decided to relax at the pool, 
overlooking the Great Rift Valley, with a G&T in 
hand and vowed to be back - soon! 
Website: www.serenahotels.com/tanzania/lakemanyara/
home.asp 

Matetsi Water Lodge, Zimbabwe
Victoria Falls with a difference.  Matetsi Water 
Lodge comprises 3 camps each with six luxurious 
suites.  Each air-conditioned suite has en suite 
bathroom, indoor and outdoor showers and a 
private plunge pool.  The massive front doors open 
onto teak decks within spitting distance of the 
Zambezi River.  If you love water, the peacefulness 

of this setting is spectacular – I spent hours just 
gazing at the smooth-flowing river. Each lodge has 
its own dining and sitting area complete with a 
large fireplace – here you will be waited on by the 
lodge’s butler.  You can also choose to have your 
meals at your suite – you could not wish for more 
romantic surroundings!

Matetsi’s location along the banks of the 
Zambezi is fantastic.  It is located within a private 
concession and offers fabulous game viewing 
including buffalo, roan antelope, sable, elephant, 
lion, hippo, wild dog and many more. The birdlife 
along the Zambezi River is astonishing.  The 
activities offered include game drives, river cruises, 
canoeing and guided walks.  You will have to tear 
yourself away from the tranquillity of the river 
to venture into Victoria Falls with all its frenetic 
activity – just 40 km away – but if you have seen 
the Falls before, relaxing at the river’s edge is a 
tonic for the soul. 
Website: www.ccafrica.com   

Pemba Beach Resort and Spa 
– Mozambique

Sundowner cruise – Matetsi Game Lodge.   

Pool at Pemba Beach Resort and Spa.

Wild Water 
Lodges
All the lodges featured this issue are on, near or surrounded by water.  From the 
seemingly sedate Zambezi river to the crashing waves of the Indian Ocean these 
reviews will get you itching to pack your bags. 

From the beach, the Pemba Beach Resort and Spa looks like a mirage… with 
the light reflecting off the Indian Ocean, it scintillates. And unlike mirages 
that are only beautiful in the abstract, this resort in Mozambique is a real 
oasis. I felt like an adventurer basking in laid-back luxury in the architecture 
that’s part colonial, part Arabian and part Southern African,. The Club Naval 
became my favourite lunch spot, with Brazilian and African music playing in the 
background, waiters in long shorts, and the best Prego rolls I have ever tasted. 
I found it easy to relax as I watched people playing volleyball on the sand. The 
sunset cruise was fun and gave an indication of the shape and size of Pemba Bay, 
the third-largest bay in the world. We were circled by a pod of dolphins and 
surrounded by thousands of orange-coloured jellyfish. I enjoyed watching the 
sea-life from the boat. 

My suite was spacious with a balcony overlooking the ocean. In the mornings 
and early evenings I’d spot a few dhows sailing across to the harbour. Fishermen 
still sail from Pemba to the Quirimbas islands in search of fish and crustaceans. 
Speaking of which, the prawns and crayfish at the dinner buffet were delectable.  

The spa is brand new with all the trimmings, state-of-the-art equipment, 
and clever incorporation of the exotic surroundings. Lying on the day bed, fruit 
cocktail in hand, listening to the lapping of the waves, was one of my best après-
treatment experiences ever. 
Website: www.raniresorts.com 

Phinda Mountain Lodge 
– KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa
We came to Phinda with a high level of expectation, and left with an even 
higher level of satisfaction. The diversity of ecosystems within this private 
game park, each favouring different species of game and birds, will virtually 
guarantee the visitor an outstanding safari experience, especially after CC 
Africa’s enormous game restocking exercise. The aptly named Mountain 
Lodge, which has undergone extensive renovation, has 22 air-conditioned 
suites, each well positioned to optimize the view from its balcony while 
ensuring complete privacy. Decor of the open-plan suites is modern, 
sophisticated and ethnic, yet in a tastefully understated way, with local 
handicraft subtly incorporated into the interior design. Welcome news for 

families is that two spacious new suites have been built especially for them.
CC Africa prides itself on the empowerment of local people, and this is 

reflected in the exceptionally friendly and helpful service we received from the 
staff. Freshly prepared, tasty meals are served on the pool deck, in the boma 
or in the dining room, dependent upon weather and time of day. A highlight is 
dinner served under the stars in the boma.

Of course, game drives in open Land Rovers at dawn and in the 
late afternoon are what the Phinda experience is really all about. Your 
knowledgeable game ranger and sharp-eyed game spotter facilitate access 
to the most promising game viewing situations. You are likely to come away 
from Phinda with indelible images of proximity to lion or cheetah, elephant, 
buffalo, rhino and giraffe, as well as many antelope and smaller mammals and 
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Bush Dinner at Lake Manyara Serena Safari Lodge, Tanzania.

Turtle hatchling making its way to the ocean .




