
62  |  May / June / July 2009	 Africainbound Africainbound	 May / June / July 2009  |  63

      

World Cup Fever

As the �rst country to host the Football World Cup on African 
soil, South Africa has its work cut out. Over a four-week period, 
thirty-two teams will compete against each other for the title of 

world champion. And with them will come at least 240,000 supporters, 
travelling from city to city where 10 stadia have either been revamped with 
state-of-the-art facilities or built from scratch. In all, football fans will have 
a feast of soccer � 64 games in total in nine of South Africa�s biggest cities: 
Johannesburg, Cape Town, Durban, Port Elizabeth, Nelspruit, Polokwane, 
Bloemfontein, Rustenburg and Pretoria.

When the �rst phase of ticket sales ended in March, Fifa had already 
received more than one million ticket applications from fans from over 
160 countries. More than 50% of these were from people wanting to 
follow their speci�c team around our beautiful country. Many of these 
individuals will not know what to expect, so 2010 is the perfect opportunity 
for South Africans to give them their best sunshine welcome and build our 
reputation as a perfect holiday destination.  

But what makes this Fifa World cup particularly special, is that South 
Africa doesn�t only represent itself as a nation in 2010, it also represents 
the entire African continent. Luckily, South Africans are far from daunted. 
With some of the most beautiful scenery 
and regional tourist attractions in the 
world, Southern Africa will astound 
visitors in 2010 with the great variety 
it has to offer in accommodation, 
attractions, activities and landscapes.

Perhaps Southern Africa�s best-known 
destination is Victoria Falls, dividing 
Zambia and Zimbabwe. As Africa�s undisputed �adventure capital�, Mosi-
oa-Tunya (the Smoke that Thunders), it is also a World Heritage Site, a 
Natural Wonder of the World, and the largest curtain of falling water on 
earth! Better than that, it can be experienced in so many ways: overhead 
� on a Flight of the Angels; mid-rapid by river rafting; calmly by sunset 
cruise; adrenalin-infused with a bridge jump, or tranquilly by canoe. 

And if canoes are your thing, why not travel to the Okavango in 
Botswana, for a mokoro trip? You can glide through the labyrinth of 
lagoons, lakes and hidden channels in the same manner as punting, but 
you might get a little more for your money: incredible birdwatching with 
over 400 species to see, the snorts of hippos close by and crocodiles sliding 
into the river right beside you. The Okavango is a magnet for wildlife that 

leaves the dry Kalahari for liquid sustenance. And where some animals 
go, others follow: antelope, warthog, monkeys, then lions, wild dog and 
hyenas.

Yet the Okavango is not the only region in Southern Africa to boast such 
incredible wildlife. Etosha, for instance, also attracts an impressive �ock of 
�amingos each year, and is a �must-see� to add to any Namibian itinerary.

And Kafue, Zambia�s oldest park, offers a raw and diverse experience of 
African wilderness with excellent game viewing, birdwatching and �shing 
opportunities. You can even do a safari by horseback. Luangwa, also in 
Zambia, is one of the best possible places to see leopard, and Chobe in 
Botswana has one of the largest populations of elephants in the world. 
You�re guaranteed to see some of the 120,000 animals migrating from the 
Serondels with its lush plains and dense forests, to the Savuti Marsh, the 
Linyanti Swamps or the hot, dry hinterland. 

But hotter, drier, and equally arresting is Sossusvlei in the Namib 
Desert of Namibia. Some say that the sand dunes there are the highest 
in the world, and are best viewed at sunset or sunrise. Colours mutate 
as the barren, windblown landscape comes alive with the light from the 
sun - a perfect spot for photography enthusiasts. For different dune action, 

you can try a hot-air balloon ride, 
a dune bike excursion or a guided 
walk.

Namibia�s nostalgic seaside 
town of Swakopmund is also 
wonderful for walking, especially 
if you�ve been trying out the local 
German beer! And for something 

more energetic, try Namibia�s Fish River Hiking trail through the second-
biggest canyon in the world (after the Grand Canyon).

A Southern African trip would not be complete, however, without 
experiencing a real island getaway in Mozambique. If you�re picturing 
turquoise seas and crystal white beaches, then you�ll be delighted. Within 
the Bazaruto Archipelago are the islands of Inhaca, Bazaruto and 
Benguerra, with warm seas, coral reefs and exotic marine life. Fabulous for 
snorkelling, �shing or diving. 

With guests coming from all walks of life for 2010, Southern Africa will 
surprise and tantalise even the most world-weary of travellers. Combine it 
with some of the most exciting football around, and fans from all over the 
globe will be set for a holiday of a lifetime.  
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With some of the most beautiful scenery and 
regional tourist attractions in the world, Southern 

Africa will astound visitors in 2010 with the 
great variety it has to offer in accommodation, 

attractions, activities and landscapes.


